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The Seeing AI app for your iPhone or iPad can 
identify what’s around you.  

Try these steps to get started with the free 
Microsoft Seeing AI app on your phone or other 
Apple device. Seeing AI uses your device’s camera 
to read signs and documents, describe your 
surroundings, identify currency, and more. See what 
you think. 

1.  When you open Seeing AI, you start at the 
menu button in the upper left corner. The Quick 
Help button is in the upper right corner. The 
Pause Announcements button is toward the 
bottom of the screen, just above the channel 
selector. 

2. Open the channel selector by tapping on it. 
You’ll be on the short text channel the first time 
you use Seeing AI. After that, when you open 
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Seeing AI, you’ll be on the last channel you 
used. You’ll know which channel is open by the 
bluish light on the channel’s title in the channel 
bar. 

3. Move to the next channel here by scrolling 
through or dragging your finger to the left. 
Then just tap to select the channel. Drag your 
finger to the right to go to previous channels.  

Here are the channels and what each does: 

• Short text: reads labels and signs 

• Document: reads longer text  

• Product: reads barcodes and gives you 
information about the product 

• Person: tries to recognize a person or 
estimate the person’s age if the person is not 
on your list. (This can be very funny!) 

• Currency: tells you the value of paper money 

• Scene: tells you about your surroundings, for 
example, whether you are in an office or 
cafeteria   
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• Color: tells you the color within the camera’s 
view 

• Handwriting: converts handwriting into text 

• Light: Uses a tone to tell you how much light 
is around you. Seeing AI pauses 
announcements while its tone changes with 
the light.  

How did it go? Did you need to turn off the 

continuous speech by pausing the announcements 

sometimes? You can take care of many tasks with 

this app, and you can even use it with no vision at 

all. Visit the VoiceOver workshop if you want to try 

the Seeing AI app without vision. Find the way this 

handy app works best for you. 
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